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Ladakh, intent upon some mysterious expedition into 
Central Asia. Col. Irby is paying a flying visit to his old 
quarters in Southern Spain, and will possibly cross to 

Marocco, Mr. E. C. Taylor has left Egypt and is shortly 
returning to England. He has, as we anticipated, succeeded 
in making some interesting additions to the Egyptian avi- 

fauna. 

XX VI.— Obituary. 

CotoneL Henry Maurice Drummonp-Hay.—We have to 
regret the removal, at a ripe old age, of the first President of 

the British Ornithologists’ Union, one of the original twenty 

who in the year 1858 founded ‘ The Ibis,’ and of whom, after 
an interval of 38 years, eleven still remain among us. 

Henry Maurice Drummond, youngest son of Vice-Admiral 
Sir Adam Drummond, K.C.B., and Lady Charlotte, daughter 

of the 4th Duke of Athole, was born 7th Jan., 1814, at 

Megginch Castle, Co. Fife, the ancestral seat of the family, 

members of which, for several generations after the Union, 

had represented Fife in Parliament. From his childhood he 

was an enthusiastic field-naturalist, and when on leaving 

school he was sent abroad to study modern languages, in 
several of which he was a proficient, he spent much time in 

the workshop of M. Linder, at that time the best authority 

on the ornithology of Switzerland and the Alps. Here he 
practised taxidermy, which to the day of his death was the 
favourite resource of his leisure hours, and few could so 

successfully mount a bird in a natural and life-like attitude, 
for few were so familiar with the action of the birdin life. In 

June 1832 Drummond-Hay received his commission in the 
42nd Royal Highlanders (the Black Watch), in which regiment 

he served for twenty years, at Malta, Corfu, Bermuda, and 

Halifax, Nova Scotia. During all this time he was unwearied 
in studying the ornithology and ichthyology of his different 
stations and of their neighbouring countries, and lost no 

opportunity of making excursions into districts which were 

at that time untouched by the naturalist. He became a 
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regular correspondent of Sir W. Jardine, of Yarrell, and of 

Strickland, who visited him in Corfu. He _ contributed 

several papers recording his observations to the periodicals of 

the day. Among these are :—‘“ Notes of a Sojourn of Four 
Years in Corfu. The Birds of Corfu and the Ionian Islands,” 

Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1843, vol. xii.; “Two Months in the 

Island of Crete,” ibid. vol. xii., being the first notice since 
Belon of Cretan ornithology ; ‘‘A Short Excursion in 
Macedonia,” Ann. & Mag. N. H. 1846, vol. xviiii—a paper 

read at the British Association’s meeting at Cork. In these 
papers are many interesting observations on migration, and on 

the notes of birds, in detecting and imitating which he was 

remarkably proficient. He was the discoverer of Hypolais 

olivetorum in 1835, which he pointed out to Strickland, who 

described it in 1837. He was also the first to detect the 

presence of Hypolais elaica in Europe, and he described the 

White-necked Jackdaw as C. collaris, Ann. & Mag. N. H. 

1846, vol. xvii. p. 11. 

On the removal of his regiment to Malta, Drummond-Hay 
devoted himself chiefly to ichthyology, and, being a clever 
artist, made a splendid collection of coloured drawings of the 
Mediterranean fishes, working much with the late Signor 

Schembri. These drawings and notes he presented to the 
Smithsonian Institution. During these years he formed an 
almost complete collection of the birds of the Mediterranean 
countries. These, all mounted and arranged by his own hands, 

he placed in Megginch Castle, where they remain as heir- 
looms. He was next for three years stationed at Bermuda, to 

the avifauna of which island he made many additions. He was 
the captain of the grenadier company, and infused his spirit 
into all the men of his battalion, who were as enthusiastic as 

their popular captain in fishing and in collecting for him the 

treasures of the deep. Here, and subsequently at Halifax, 

he continued his drawings and notes on the fishes, which fill 

two large MS. volumes, but have not yet been published. 

He retired from the army in 1852. The colonel used to be 
fond of relating how he believed himself to be the last man 
who had ever seen the Great Auk alive. In returning to 
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Europe in Dec. 1852, on the edge of the Newfoundland 

banks he watched for some time a Great Auk, which was 

within 30 or 40 yards of the steamer; and as he had his 

field-glasses, and could distinctly note the bill and white ear- 

patches, he felt he could not be mistaken. He heard also 

from a friend in Newfoundland that in the following year a 

dead Great Auk had been washed ashore in Trinity Bay. 
This is the last trace of the giant of the Alcide. Shortly 
after his return, Col. Drummond joined the Perthshire 

Rifles, and commanded the regiment when embodied during 

the Crimean war, retiring as full colonel in 1872. On his 
marriage with the heiress of Seggieden, he took her name of 

Hay. For the last twenty years of his life he devoted him- 
self to the natural history of Perthshire and Tayside, and 
especially to the formation of the Perth Museum, sparing no 
pains to enrich it with specimens of every bird found in the 
district, together with its nest and eggs, but always refusing 

to admit any specimen which was not undoubtedly local. 
He had the satisfaction of seeing his darling wish accom- 
plished, and could boast that, as a docal museum, that of 
Perth had few rivals. His last public appearance was at the 

opening of the new museum buildings by Sir W. H. Flower 
in November last, and his end came peacefully on the 
4th January, within three days of his entrance on his 83rd 
year. 

In these days of specialists, Colonel Drummond-Hay was 
a noble specimen of the true field-naturalist, as well as of 

the soldier and country gentleman, a keen observer of nature 
in every department. He was a good botanist, devoting 
himself especially to lichens. Few gardens could rival his 
in its show of rare herbaceous plants. And he found time 

to take an active part in public life in his county, and not 
least in ecclesiastical affairs, being for many years Treasurer 
of the Episcopal Church Synod. Long may our land pro- 

duce sons like our first President, worthy successors of the 
Vigorses, Jardines, and Selbys of an earlier generation ! 


